IV
Namme. QD
Address:
Date: JUL 28 2008
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Director’s (Hhice
Angling regulations
3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303
Dear Sirsz

Summary: Qopose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 237P
- and 233P. -

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a pumber of 1ssues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decreass. ; :

It 15 important that all proposals contribute 1o :auswnnm oF zmpmvme existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protesting fish stocks.

The following pronossis clearly thresten dwindling fish @ﬁmﬁm and should ’ﬁ@@
reiected;

219%P: This proposai allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Ulinois River. The
iliinois run 18 exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order o protect a
iimited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish pumbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain Composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhesad, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable 10 be jeopardized by harvesting. 1

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelbead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
mjure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up {o 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than ,
artificial flies and iures at hooking steelhead and frout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steethead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native tront numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them fo enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reiect for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported: :

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing nule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild sumimer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers,

233P Restrict the use of balt on the Rauue River. Gﬂid Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rwers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the 1mpacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn peried.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

TR ES 1 Ko S
O3D [2Pviacon PL
Kl Seyr s oR. TT5a
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Signature



Name: N | _ S
Address: R \JU}_ 28 2008
Date:

Dear Commissioners:
Semmary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place |
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and Jures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down -
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
propesal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

Neo matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead Jie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fall period, wild steclhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November I*' — December 31*, as
234P and 235P would perinit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: ) Op-2fe . 72 / %
0333 Pﬁvz//l;fo o PL |
HsHLAaDd  OR P75z 0




Name:

Address; QUFW
Date:

JUL 26 2008
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations Pirector's (ffice
3406 Cherry Avenue NE, : -

Salem, OR 97303
Dear Sirs:

Summary. Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelbead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposai allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Tlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Mlinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 56% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 o 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steethead than arificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the resiriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec31. '
Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steefhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacis on these dwindling wild populations,

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above,

The following pronoesals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

2372P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts tishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray o the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31
This restriction Limits irupacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

. . ; 7
Additsonal Commenis: y :
5 ey - A

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

LAWRENC £ E,qg’gs LER
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Name: EZ)WW # /%LM% j ]
Address: 40 392/ Wenfe Uedrr DA JUL 28 20_08
Date: Hebpera, on. G 7607 | o
Vool - Directors O
" Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations
3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303
Pear Sirs:_

Summary: Oppose Proposals 2198, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a pumber of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries,

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease. - |

It is important that afl proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and sheuld be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
IHinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native stesthead, such as the run on the Illinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studtes have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steclhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies alsc show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial fiies and lures at hocking steethead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelbead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234F Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. -

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creck, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and shouid be
suppeorted:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,

Printed Name: ﬁ%ﬂf/’ﬁ % /—/é/’z,f;'ﬁ%”ﬂ, “p

Signature




Address: J720 wer% [ Loy g
/2706 |

Dear Commissioners:

Name: | Lbenks  fl e | ‘%

~ Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

‘There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) frem Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and faver fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelbead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steethead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawan fall period, wild steethead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: é:/i,g/f//:%/

e e AT



Chick Parsons : UUFW
President %
Rogue Flyfishers ;
P.O. Box 4637 o
Medford, Or. 97501 IL N

JUL 28 2008

[ SV —

Dear Flyfisher,

Enclosed are two letters regarding the upcoming 2009 Angling Regulation
Proposals. The letters have been reviewed and approved by myself and the
Board of Directors. The letters were presented to the members in attendance
at the June meeting. The vast majority of those present reviewed and signed -
one or both letters for forwarding to Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

Please read the letters, and if you concur, sign and forward them in the self
addressed stamped envelope provided. Be sure to include your name and
return address. The letters need to reach the Oregon Department of fish and
Wildlife by August 1, 2008.

Participation in the 2009 Angling Sport Fishing Regulation Process is your
chance to impact the regulation process and to protect and sustain wild
steelhead on the Rogue River and its tributaries. -

Thanks for y?whgip,

“hick |



Na .,-\u(/ 41{?7}19%\ .
Adi;lliass. 1o 8L STQ\/ 5 RDQ; foz%& @ﬂ’\?} @ﬁ @'752,‘1)/

Date: 7""‘”‘"7""@%

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Preposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall peried, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section frem November 1% — December 31° would
elearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In shert, there is no reasen to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

) P/
Signature: % (%%“) R e =

OOFW

JUL 28 2008
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. |Alison Gostli o
Name. 86 f?(gelrlt'rmgticn::t JZ}L 2 8 ZOJ8 H
Address: | agle Point, OR 97524-9035 : 7
Date: Py ' - e

g7 e -0 Director’s O

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) frem Shady. Cove down.
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steefhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steeihead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fali period, wild steelbead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1™ — December 31%, as
234P and 235P would permit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comuments:

Signature: - /é/{"‘z““)) y) @D%M)



Name: § Alison Gostlin | ﬁi}?vﬁ
Address: L y. 22315 ggfntg;ﬁe‘;?zeisoss '
Date: - T

07~ 254 JUL 28 2008
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife ' “*,,ﬂ cdpn o VLA o
Angling regulations Uire cior's O o Co
3406 Cherry Avenue NE,
Salem, OR 97303
Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 2335P, and Support Proposals 232P -
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries. : ‘

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease. I - R

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
critetia, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dWindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Hlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,

~ distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Illinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting,

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardiess of good intentions. Studies bave shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelbead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelbead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artiﬁcza} lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

' 234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait frorn Gold Ray TESErvoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce lmgacts on dwindling fish stocks and should b
supported: : : : -

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from. Gold Ray to the. Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.-
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhéad during the major rmgratery

‘ penod of their life cycle when they are. present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restnct the use of ba1t on the Rogue Rlver Goid Ray Reserv01r upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the lrnpacts '
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. -

Additional Comments:

Smcerely yours, A\‘ﬁo\’\ W\ SOSJC ,f\ | =

Printed Name:

Signature / (,l/g, )J ) 3} &/9&_0%



Name:
Address:
Date:

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

sSummary. Oppese Proposals 2192, 230P, 234P and 23 SP,. and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of 1ssues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and caich reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrgase.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish sirains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be imporiant, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clesrly thresten dwindiine ﬁsh stocks 2nd should be
rejiected: :

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Hlinois River. The
Minoss run is exclusively wild, and harvest 18 not currently permitied in order to protect a
Limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data showt fish numbers,
distribution, Spawning SUCCess of srain COMPOSon to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native sieelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvesting. - e

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River, There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salimon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Baii fishing will
wjure or kill wild fish, regardless of gcﬁd intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelbead and up io 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lares are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 Himes more effective than ,
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelthead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steethead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing wiil hook and



kifl substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and fiies will, resulting in
recuctions i wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. - o
Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steethead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, walting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their Spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

>

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported: '

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when'they are p’resem‘i'ri"?hé'_greafest numbers.
233P Restrict the usé of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flics and Iifes, Nov: 1-Dec.31, _‘
Support this proposal for the reasoris stated above, in addition 1o minimizing thé impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Commenis:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

BoErRT 5, Ol pool
Signature
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Name: : : \
Address: s o
Date:

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam.. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts #o one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead popuiations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tmbutanes Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section fmm November 1% - December 31% would o
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild stee}head

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: /7v V/J \\}7.». @u.?/}w@



Name: '*73’”"7 /(@ e/~
Address: 4.2,/ Gotd” 7% w) Dr Me, er%m/ (2

Date: o . 2.6~ G -

Oregon Drepartment of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue WE,

Salem, OR 97303

P T A |
Ld

i
L3
5

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose ’@mpesﬁs%;‘}? 230P, 2347 cmd 2358, and Suppeort Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised 2 number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter stesthead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers contine to decrease.

it is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they. may be impeﬁeﬂ are secsrda*y e, pw‘ectmg ﬁsh swcks

The f@i&@wmg proposaks @:ﬁ@mﬁv t?w&:asﬁam dwindling fish smeks ang sh@mﬂd be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Hllinois River. The
Hlincis yun is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect 2
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the run on the Ulinois, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelthead,
steethead smoits, salmon or salmoen smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
irgure or kifl wild fish, regardiess of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethesad and up to 50% of trowt caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding fgures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 1o 3 times more effective than ,
artificial flies and hues at hooking steethead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the mansgement of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and




kil substantially more trout and steethead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable,
Since most of the Rogue’s steethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above, In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhiead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

3

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacis on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray 1o the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31,
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Commenis:

Simncerely yours,
Printed Name:
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Dear Commissioners:

Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of baif in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fiy-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with Tures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fall period, wild steelbead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1™ — December 31%, as

234P and 235P would perwit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steethead. :

In short, there is no reasen to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

= S
| Sign#ture: %’ép//%/\,(
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppese Proposals 219P, 2309, 234F and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years cieariy mdrcates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposais contribute to sustammg or lmprowng ex:stmg ﬁsh strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks. . .

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks énd should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelbead on the llinois River. The
Illinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success ofr strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such ag the run on the Iilinois, are far too..
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that baif is 2 to 3 times more effective than .
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steeihead thap artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions i wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable. -
Since most of the Rogue’s stesthead pass through the Foster Baf to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable. :

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray resenfmr to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec 31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steethead
spawming streams in the affected areca: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

Ed

235F Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduse irmpacts on dwindline fish stocks and should be
supported:

252P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits 1mpacts to wild summer steethead during the major mwratory
period of their hfe cyc e when 1hf=y are present in rhe greatesi numbers.

2.) 3P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue ch;: Gotd Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam, Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov, 1-Dec 31
Support this proposal for the reasons siated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:
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Sincerely yours,

Printed Name: W 2N "Z50S ¢

Signature {@‘A%&yw:)
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Oppesition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current -
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steethead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie im the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from Nevember 1° December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reasen t¢ make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 2359,

Addmenal Comments:

Signature: L/aau:B &k@z
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steethead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1°' — December 31%, as
234P and 235P would permit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

: ngnature: /ZJ? /4:1 ﬁé{ / /@ %\»
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P-and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of suruner and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries. ' :

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue o decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected: :

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Ilinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction, Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Illinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting, |

230P Remove bait restrictions on the Iower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, rative cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that |
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortatity. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to'3 times more efféctive than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelbead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001j. Bait fishing will hook and



" . kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in

reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustmnable
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to thskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove

Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and

Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for

winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,

bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following propesals will reduce imp- acts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Cominents:

Smcereiy yours,

Printed Name: /?.ED&/A/MD 2 //w
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Angling regulations
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Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 2349 and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P. ’

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and 1ts tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reporis for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers contivue 1o decrease.

¥t is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The follewing proposais clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the [linois River. The
Iliinois run is exclusivaly wild, and harvest is not currently permitied in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild rescurce. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain corpposition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
waluable 1o be jeopardized by harvesting

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trous, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that baii is 2 to-3 times more effective than ,
artificial flies and hures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Tssues Associated wnh
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing wiil hook and




kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial hures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec 31. ‘
Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
- spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
~winter rawns that allow them to enter thetr spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

Ed

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts o wild sumumer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diiversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and tures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. ' '

Additional Commenis:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

James .

Sigriature 2 ~
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235F on the Upper Rogue.

There is carrently, nnder the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. . While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
propesal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with hures. Yhe
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steethead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evalnated, steclhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead He in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Compsents:

~N o
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Name:
Address:
Date:

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 2357 or the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a2 compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals ery that the current
regulations are “elitist” and faver fly-fishermen, the truth is that the carrent
proposai restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with Jures. The
cnly restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall peried, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1™ — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments: _
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Salem, OR 97303
Dear Sirs:

' Summary: Oppese Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals coniribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viabilisty of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be iraportant, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesais clearly threater dwindling fish stocks and sheuld be
reiected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhiead on the Blinois River. The
liineis run is exclusively wild, and harvest ig not currently permitted m order to protect a
Limnited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish mumbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvesiing.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There 1s no way to differentiate
between wild steelbead, native cutthreat trowt, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fshing wiil
injure or kill wild fish, regardiess of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steclhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking stesthead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steethead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R 5. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing wiil hook and



kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s sicethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. ,
Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steethead _
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and

- Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawuing areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

>

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce Impacts on dwindling fisk stocks and should be
supporied:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction Hmits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricied to antificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31,
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,

Printed Name: A
S, VervonN FATTERSON
Signa‘mrg
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
o Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove te Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawniag streams for wild
steelhead le in the streich between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. Duriag the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31 would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: ‘://:/ / m JN ﬁg@ .
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Angling regulations
3406 Cherry Avenue NE, JUL 28 2008

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Qppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its {ributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reporis for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected: f ﬁ

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Hlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is ne scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to. support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthirost trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The cormesponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will book and



kill substantially more trout and stesthead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservorr to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-DDec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

2

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstrean to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31,
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. '

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,

Printed Name: \VS//C)/\7‘E'/2, D//@K/ [R_AV L J—r %‘/dz)fNES
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235F, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
nuibers continue fo decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

Thé foil@wﬁng proposals clearly threaten d@indimg i’isix stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Hlinois River. The
Hlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is pot currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
réstriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the IHinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than -~
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kilt substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
seductions o wild steelhead and native trouwt numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that aliow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unaccepiable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

2

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacis on dwindline fish stocks and should be
supported:

23ZP In essence this proposat continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct 31
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major mwratory
period of their life cycle When they are presem in the gfeatesi nﬂmbers

233 Restrict the Gise of bcﬁt ont the I%ogae RE‘W:E‘ Gold Ray Reservoir upstrean to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Resiricted to artificial fiies and lures; Nov: 1-Dec31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the i 1mpacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

Eey d. GearM

Signature

A A



Name:
Address:
Daie:

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Propesals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fiy-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations. :

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steeihead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% - December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Commenis:

o (ST Chratin
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Name: 5
Address: '
Date:

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife SR
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

- Summary: Qppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P. ' '

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Hlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Ilinois, are far ico
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the Jower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, rative cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smoits, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and




kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek _
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable. '

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. :

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creck, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild stecthead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce imgl acts on dwindling fish stocks and should be

supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers. o

233P Restrict the use of baif on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in-addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. o :

Additional Comments:

Siricerely yours, o e
Pdntedene:éé./g'?( DR KIHE
| 570 M idden Volley d.
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Name:

Address: L .
Date: C b UL 28 200
!

Dear Cominissioners:
Sommary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
 and allows the use of flies and fures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with Iures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

Neo matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait.- A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. ‘Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% ~ December 31%, as
234P and 235P would permit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additioral Comments:

Signature: _ : ” _ ,
Ceeqe > /? Kre
Er0 MNrdden feey yovs

ERAL Ys fUss, OX DSz
gy K p e @Af@q des: /(957'_



Name: ‘ LT vy

Address: - %
Date: - LUl 2s w08
Orecron Department of Fish and Wﬁdlzfe Lhirpring'g .
Angling regulations .

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303
Dear Sirs:

Summary: QOppese Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppoxt Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly md;caftes that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving exxstmg fish strains
and runs, and, do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, whlie they may be important, are seconda*y to protecting fish stocks

The foﬁlowmg proposals ciearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and skhm:ld be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Ilinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
Jimited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish mumbers,
cl1str1but1on spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlmozs are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, haichery steeihead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kil wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3. 8% and 4.9%.
These figures'do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish of improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steethead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and stecthead than artificial lures and fies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trow numbers that clearty are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s stesihead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable. o ;

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove |
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Litile Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawming areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following provosals will reduce impacis on dwindling fish stocks and shoujd be
supported:

252P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricis fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1~ Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to arfificial Bies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31,
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

Bivte Megreqe, 2645 € conqess Matlad ot 5175

Signature




Name:
Address:
Date:

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals ery that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts 70 one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any geay with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelbead lie in the streich between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tribuiaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1 — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

£ A

(Twce WIE (vege
ZeU £ CALRECS /
W/fﬁ%ﬂé o 6/73,4 i

Signature: / S e éﬁ/@,ﬂ_,




o
L
i
&

Name: JoWn Sewiend en g i
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Date: 7-2 L/.-gy

Dear Commissioners:

Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is carrently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
propesal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelbead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A pumber of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reasen to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: % M
¢/
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Joel & Celina Tobias : . ‘
2910 Hillcrest Rd . UL 28 2008 |
Medford, Or 97504 i

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
onlv restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Ray Dam. During the
pre-spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these
fish to be hooked with bait in this section from November I*' — December 31*, as
234P and 235P would permit, would clearly lead to increased mortality of wild
steelhead.

In short, there is no reasen to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Propesals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

yl

Signature: W
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Joel & Celina Tobias
Medford, Or 97504

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avernue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: @QQ@S@ Proposa}s 219P, 2307, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P ..

Several Southwest Oregon 2000 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute fc sustaining or improving existing £ sh strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propeosals clearly thresten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Illinois River. The
[limois run is exclusively wild, and harvest 15 not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composiion to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cuithroat frout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fiskung will
injure or kill wiid fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality, The corresponding figuves for flies and kures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than ,
artificial flies and lures at hooking steethead and trout. {Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By RS Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steethead than artificial hures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout sumbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. ‘
Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

2

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following propesals will reduce impacis on dwindling fish stocks and shouid be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upsiream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yomV

Printed Name: Jotf . / 4 ,'a-‘r
7
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Name: @g g:“

Address:
Date:

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Suinmary: @@@me Proposais 219P, 230F, 234P and 2357, and Su@@@ﬁ Proposals 232P
and 2339, —

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of 1ssues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steethead runs on the Rogue
River and ifs tributaries.

A review of fish counts and caich reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
mmbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish sirains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, whﬁe they may be imporiant, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The f@iﬂ@wéng mw@saﬁs clearly ﬁhm&ﬁm @Ewmdﬁmg ﬁgfm sm@%ﬁsmd should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Hlinois River. The
Hineis run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
timited and valuable wild resource. There is 5o scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changmg the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the sun on the Hiinois, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvegiing. . ..

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fighing with bait. Bait fishing will
iyure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for fies and lures are 3 8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or iraproper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than _
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trou. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and




kill substantially more trout and stecthead than artificial tures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelbead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable,

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affecied area; Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce lmpacts on dwindlins fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing t0 the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer stesthead during the major migratory
period of thetr lzfe cycie when they are present m the greatesi numbers '

233P Restrict the vse of bait on the Rauue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to amﬁcm flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Commenis:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name: L\)C*vv‘.d €T Ay L”‘L,
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of ﬁies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down

regulatmns are “ehtlst” and favor ﬁy-fishermen, the tmth is that the current
proposal restriets no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Geold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass belew these tributaries. Allowing these fish .
to be hooked with bait in this section from Novémber 1% — December 31" would |
clearly lead to increased mortahty of wild steelhead

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

4 M
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.
There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place

which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down

to-Gold-Ray-dam. - While-supporters.of the- abovewpropmals cry-that the current

' regulatlons are “elitist” and faver fiy-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventicnal gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of baif. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

Neo matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the streich between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31 would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelbead. '

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:
7
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Name: . Gary & Lynda Ste"

Address: 2104 Woodlaw: | ODFW
Date: Medford, OR ®

| JUL 28 2008
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue WNE, e L S M
Saiem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summ&ry Oppose Dmposais 2199, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steclhead runs on the Rogue
River and s tributaries. B

A review of fish counts and catch reporis for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue 1o decrease. _

It is important that all proposals contribute o sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly thresten dwindling fish stocks 2nd should be
reiected:

219P: This pmposal aliows the harvest of wild steethead on the Ilinois River. The
Hiinots run is exclusively wild, and harvest 18 not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data sbout fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Illinois, are far too
valuable 10 be jeopardized by harvesiing.

230P Remove bali restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There i3 no way to differentiate
between wild steelbead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolis when fishing with bali. Bait fishing will
injure or kil wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
amﬁczai flies and lures at heoking steethead and trout. (Facts and Tssues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustzinable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hoe'ien: April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and




kill substantially more trout and steethead than artificial hures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trom numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
sectlon excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray réservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawming streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole

Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec31.

Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
~on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Commenis:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

17,,%, U,ﬁc) Mé.ﬂ/
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Name: Gary & Lynda Steverizon
Address: 2101 Woodlawn Dr. | UL 28 008
Date: . ) MBdfOfd, OR 97504 Pm...._,,__“__ wwwwwww ;
Dear Commissioners:

Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234F and 235F on the Upper Rogue.

There is carrently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Ceove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supperters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Geld Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of baif. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall peried, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31 would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: g% 41
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Director's Office
Dear Commiséibners: -

Summary: Opposition of Angling Propesals 234P and 235PF on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (asing any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitisi” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restriets 7o one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A pumber of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steclhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 17 — December 31" would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason te make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature: _
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Name:
Address:
Date;

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildhfe
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 2192, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P. '

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindiing fish s&:oc;l_«;s and shouid be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Illinois River. The
Illinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current.
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Ilinos, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kil wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steeihead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kil substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trowt numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek - -
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable. o

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec31. ' '

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steeihead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

-235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce imupacis on dwindling fish stocks and shouid be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1~ Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers. '

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wiid fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Addiiiona} Comments:

Sincerely yours,

Printed Name: "g\,wv\mg U/\[ VN2 a&fd\#— .
2619 Syriwaa gy, w\eipmi/, o{( 975v)
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Address: #2753 Lyt short 4
Date:  7/2-5/23 D oJuL 28 2008

D e ey e ¥
Yoo b T .k

Dear Commissioners: - R
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Summary: Opposition of Angling Propoesals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, 2 compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propoesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steethead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the streich between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

/,;
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| Date: 7/L§“ /a 3

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear 5irs;

Summary. Oppese Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposais have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reporis for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining of zmpmvmg ex:stmg fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Himois run 1s exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to suppeori changing the current
restriction.. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable 10 be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trow, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmoen smolts when fishing with bart. Bait fishung will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking stesthead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R S, Hocfeq Aprif 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kil substantially mere trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reserveir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232F In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31,
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours, .

Printed Name: (G225 12, & 5% Lree o

Signature éj 2




JAMES W HALL IIT, M.D,
2555 OLD-MILITARY ROAB
CENTRAL POINT, OR 975021074

CDFW

Name;

Address: | RECEIVED | | UL 28 208
T2 Jeror nes M

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife . (3.0).F.W. MAIL DEPT.
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

L

i A
Director's Cffice

Dear Sirs:

Sumnmary: Oppose Froposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P |
and 233P. : |

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries. :

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease. ' '

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary fo protecting fish stocks.

The following proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Hlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the run on the lllinois, are far tco
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230F Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelbead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelthead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steelhead thaﬁ‘artiﬁciai lures and flies will, resulting in

reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
* Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek

section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31. S

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead

~ spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce img- acts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported: :

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
‘This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory .
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers. '

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours, 2555 OLD MILITARY ROAD T s Y| tex,

Printed Name:

Signature : S . - o
Aresi (A Jdt A TT je > P AP

146 Gy oo b

GENTRAL POINT, OR 975029074 /204 worvr T vy Wriror @éf—_tu:&:;’"



Mr. Richard K. Joseph
792 Roca 8t

Name: Ashland, OR 97520-3318 |

Address: s :
Date:  JyLY ‘j,yi‘ld’@%

Oregon Pepartment of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 2199, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues -
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelbead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease. -
It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
crzterla while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The fei!owing proposals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Illinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a -
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or sirain composition to sapport changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steethead, such as the run on the Ilhnozs are far too
valuabie to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelbead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steethead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.8. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and




.- kill substantially more trout and steethead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
%g@e mdst of the Rogue’s steclhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable. ‘

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

>

235P Reject for the same reason as siated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. - '

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,

?ﬁnted Narme: 4;) /(\ //A@{} K J @}’ E? ’H

Signature %{/L



Mr. Richard K. Joseph

1% 792 Roca St.
Name: Ashland, OR 97520-3318 |
Address: — il

Date: \\ VLY 151 NGO&
Dear Commissianers:

Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is carrently, under the present regulations, a compreomise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above propesals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and faver fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the streteh between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass helow these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes propesed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

,{”ﬁ : P
Signature: MM%)?@Q/
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Dear Commissioners:
' Summary: Oppoesition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) frem Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1 — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason te make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234F and 235F.

Additional Comments:
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Name: U/{)!NE E’HH‘A’S’&T
Address: T2 Mp/nE Koav, BAGLE (o wr, 0 47524
Date: 24 Tt oo

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Seppert Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs oo the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
pejected: :

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Hllinois River. The
Tlinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or straiit composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild rung of native steethead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardiess of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steclhead than artificial lures and flies will, resulting in

reductions in wild steelhead and pative trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.

Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234F Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steethead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
iittle Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept I- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

233p Restnct the use of bait on the Rogue River, Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comiments:
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Sincerely yours,
Printed Name: Jane LivAreasHZ
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Oppesition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, 2 compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and aflows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals ery that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steethead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the streteh between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:
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Name:
Address:
Date:

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE,

Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:
233F

Summary:_ Qppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235F, and Suppert Proposals 232P

and 2339

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The folléwing proposals clearly threaten dwindiimgﬁsh stocks and should be
rejected;

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Illinois River. The
Illinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
 restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Ilinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized-by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhiead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kil substantielly more trout and steethead than artificial tures and flies will, resulting in
reductions iz wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar o Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov, 1-Dec 31 '

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creck, Bear Creek and
Little Buite Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these éwmdimo wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

1he following provosals will reduce impacts on dwindling fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept 1- Oct. 31
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer steethead during the major migratory
period of their hfe cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers.

338 Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
‘Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and hur es, Nov. 1-Dec31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the 1mpac*is
on wild fish durmg the critical pre- spawn period.

Additional Comments:
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Name Dé W g les . Q‘& Ashlaw d( 6?7451@

Address: ¢
Date: W 2 C}% [,6» ¥ | 0 *\”1&)@;

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife JUL 28 2008 ;
Angling regulations
3406 Cherry Avenue NE,
Salem, OR 97303

Prear Sirs;

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
“and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It 1s important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steelhead on the Hlinois River. The
linois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current

. restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Illinois, are far too
" valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting,

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelbead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and Iures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hodking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kil} substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and flies will, resuiting in
reductions in wild steethead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s stesthead pass through the Foster Bar o thskey Creek
section, excessive mortality wiil be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray resewmr o Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. ln addition, there are four major Wl}d steethead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steelhead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow theimn {0 enter thew spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce Impncis on dwindling fish stecks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal coniinues the existing rule that restricis fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. I- Oct. 31,
This restriction limits impacis to wild summer steelhead dmng the ma}or ngratory
period of their life cycie when they are present in fhe gi catest num?oers

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gskﬁ R&}' Eesemmr upstream to Coie
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures Nov. 1-Deéc.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to & mmzm;zmg the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre~ spawn period.

Additional Comments:

Sincerely yours,

Printed Name:‘D@_.ﬂ (e ™M N\a‘»D ONIY|

Signature C E 67



Name:bs [es M, Ma < Youwe (|
Address: 1@ \%/(\ %{ \éfs(»\ Lo wd a7 Vz,c_)
Date: B Rt { —& &

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, 2 compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
- to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fliy-fishermen, the truth is that the carrent
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Amglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the streich between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1™ — December 31" would
clearly Jead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Addiﬁonai Comments:




GARY & CORALIE FARNHAM Uiy

Name: BIRDS' LANDING }
. 210 PILOT VIEW DRIVE
fggi’:‘*ss' ASHLAND OR 97520-9647 JUL 28 2008 ¢

July 39, 2008

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234F and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
te Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
regulations are “elitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts 7o one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steclhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31° would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In shert, there is no reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Propesals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments: — '
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GARY & CORALIE FARNHAM
BIRDS' LANDING
210 PILOT VIEW DRIVE
Name: ASHLAND OR 97520-9647

Address:

Date: '7,-«? ((»0 g/

OGregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations
3406 Cherry Avenue NE,
Salem, OR 97303

Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppose Proposals 219P, 2308, 234P and 235P, and Support Proposals 232P
and 233P.

Several Southwest Oregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steelhead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries. :

A review of fish counts and catch reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
criteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The follewing propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
rejected;

219P: This proposal allows the barvest of wild steelhead on the Hlinois River. The
Illinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable to be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steethead, native cuithroat trout, native ratnbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steelhead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. {Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.8. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



kill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial fures and flies will, resulting in
reductions in wild steelhead and native trout numbers that clearly are not sustainable.
Since most of the Rogue’s sieethead pass through the Foster Bar to Whiskey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir to Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec.31.

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild steelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Cresk, Traif Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Buite Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter rains that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations.

*

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce irmpacis on dwindling fisk stocks and shonld be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continues the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31,
This restriction limits impacts to wild sumnmer steelhead during the major migratory
period of their life cycle when they are present in the greatest numbers,

233P Restrict the use of bait on the Rogue River. Gold Ray Reservoir upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and lures, Nov. 1-Dec 31,
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre- spawn period. :

Additional Commenis:

Sincerely yours,
Printed Name:

Signature
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling regulations

3406 Cherry Avenue NE, JUL 28 2008
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Dear Sirs:

Summary: Oppese Proposals 219P, 230P, 234P and 235P, and Suppert Proposals 232P
and Z33F.

Several Southwest Gregon 2009 angling proposals have raised a number of issues
concerning the continued viability of summer and winter steeihead runs on the Rogue
River and its tributaries.

A review of fish counts and caich reports for recent years clearly indicates that fish
numbers continue to decrease.

It is important that all proposals contribute to sustaining or improving existing fish strains
and runs, and do not, in any way, threaten the viability of wild fish. All other evaluation
ctiteria, while they may be important, are secondary to protecting fish stocks.

The following propesals clearly threaten dwindling fish stocks and should be
reiected:

219P: This proposal allows the harvest of wild steethead on the Illinois River. The
Ilinois run is exclusively wild, and harvest is not currently permitted in order to protect a
limited and valuable wild resource. There is no scientific data about fish numbers,
distribution, spawning success or strain composition to support changing the current.
restriction. Pure wild runs of native steelhead, such as the run on the Hlinois, are far too
valuable 1o be jeopardized by harvesting.

230P Remove bait restrictions on the lower Rogue River. There is no way to differentiate
between wild steelhead, native cutthroat trout, native rainbow trout, hatchery steelhead,
steethead smolts, salmon or salmon smolts when fishing with bait. Bait fishing will
injure or kill wild fish, regardless of good intentions. Studies have shown that
approximately 10%- 30% of steelhead and up to 50% of trout caught on bait and released
will suffer mortality. The corresponding figures for flies and lures are 3.8% and 4.9%.
These figures do not account for the repeated hooking of the same fish or improper fish
handling. - The same studies also show that bait is 2 to 3 times more effective than
artificial flies and lures at hooking steelhead and trout. (Facts and Issues Associated with
Restricting Terminal Gear Types in the management of Sustainable Steelhead Sport
fisheries in British Columbia. By R.S. Hooten, April 2001). Bait fishing will hook and



xill substantially more trout and steelhead than artificial lures and fliss will, resulting in
reductions in wild steethead aud native trout numbers that clearly are not SJstamabie
Since most of the Rogue’s steelhead pass through the Foster Bar 1o thkey Creek
section, excessive mortality will be unavoidable.

234P Remove the restriction on the use of bait from Gold Ray reservoir o Shady Cove
Park Nov. 1-Dec 31

Reject for the same reasons as above. In addition, there are four major wild sieelhead
spawning streams in the affected area: Big Butte Creek, Trail Creek, Bear Creek and
Little Butte Creek. Wild steethead mass below the mouths of these creeks, waiting for
winter ratns that allow them to enter their spawning areas. During this pre-spawn period,
bait fishing would create unacceptable impacts on these dwindling wild populations,

235P Reject for the same reason as stated above.

The following proposals will reduce npacts on dwindlioe fish stocks and should be
supported:

232P In essence this proposal continugs the existing rule that restricts fishing to the use
of artificial flies from Gold Ray to the Shady Cove boat ramp from Sept. 1- Oct. 31.
This restriction limits impacts to wild summer stesthead during the major migratory
period of their }ife cycle when they are presém in'the grea‘ies.t m;mbers.

233P Restnct the use of bait on the Rogue Rwer Gold Ray Resewmr upstream to Cole
Rivers Hatchery Diversion Dam. Restricted to artificial flies and hures, Nov. 1-Dec.31.
Support this proposal for the reasons stated above, in addition to minimizing the impacts
on wild fish during the critical pre~- spawn period. :

Additiona! Commenis:

Sincerel , . | /
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Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Oppesition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235F on the Upper Rogue.

. There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above prepesals cry that the current
regulations are “clitist” and favor fly-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelbead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall peried, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1¥ — December 31% would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is ne reason to make the changes proposed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

Signature:
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July 24, 2008
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ODFW Commissioners
Oregon Dept, of Fish & Wildlife

Angling Regulations P Siioe
3406 Cherry Ave. N.E. m rector’s Office |
Salem, Or.
97303

SUBJECT: 2009 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations Upper Rogue Bait Ban from Gold
Rey Dam to Shady Cove Nov. 1% to Dec. 31st (234P) approximately 30 miles.

I am going to list a few items I feel you should conceder before voting on this
regulation change.

1. ODFW Biologists have testified in 1999, 2004 & 2008 that it is not a biological
issue. There are healthy runs of steelhead, these fish 1.5 million per year are
hatched at the federally funded hatchery below Lost Creek Dam. These fish are
paid for by the taxpayers for all fishermen to catch. This is not a conservation
issue.

2. This has become a fairness issue on the Rogue River, We are restricting 85% of
the fisherman from fishing, unless they use flies, or go 35 miles away to the
middleRogue. After Oct.90%o0f the steelhead are above Gold Rey Dam. They are

~ not in the Middle Rogue.

3. It is unfair to create a private area for fly fisherman based on social and political
issues with no biological facts. These fish were hatched for the people. Nota
selected few .

4. If the present rules are not going to change, I would suggest a special fee of $25+
for these special privileges.

5. The present rules also hurt the tourism in the Rogue Valley. The crowds of
fishermen are not coming to the Upper Rogue from Sept to Dec. to fish for
hatchery steethead. This in part is why you have to raise your fishing fees every
few years.

6. For over 40 years we have had fly fishing only rules on the Upper Rogue 35 miles
from Sept. 1% to Oct.31th. Then the fly fishing people decided they needed
November and December also. They got what they wanted in 2000. Again for no
biological reasons. We have no problem with the Sept. to Oct. rules.

Please conceder resending the Nov. & Dec. restriction on bait.
Thank you for your consideration.

S

Roger P. King

Director Rogue Sportsman & Guide Assoc. and member of Middle Rogue
Seelheaders assoc.

P.O Box 1090

Eagle Point Or. 97524



Name: [/Jf'//r‘ﬂm G Brock
Address: Z0 gox 424, Ashland ,OR 6§75 20~-00rs
Date: Tl y it 2008

Dear Commissioners:
Summary: Opposition of Angling Proposals 234P and 235P on the Upper Rogue.

There is currently, under the present regulations, a compromise in place
which allows the use of bait in the 10 mile section below the hatchery to Shady Cove
and allows the use of flies and lures (using any type of gear) from Shady Cove down
to Gold Ray dam. While supporters of the above proposals cry that the current
reguiations are “elitist” and favor fiy-fishermen, the truth is that the current
proposal restricts no one from fishing the section from Shady Cove to Gold Ray
Dam with conventional gear. Anglers may use any gear with flies or with lures. The
only restriction is on the use of bait. This restriction was put in place to offer some
protection for wild steelhead populations.

No matter which study is considered and evaluated, steelhead mortality
increases with the use of bait. A number of important spawning streams for wild
steelhead lie in the stretch between Shady Cove and Gold Rey. During the pre-
spawn fall period, wild steelhead mass below these tributaries. Allowing these fish
to be hooked with bait in this section from November 1% — December 31* would
clearly lead to increased mortality of wild steelhead.

In short, there is no reason to make the changes propesed in the above
proposals. Please reject Angling Proposals 234P and 235P.

Additional Comments:

‘::/.f /n
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBINSON WATERS & O’DORISIO

ROBERT R. DORMER
rdormer{@rwolaw.com

June 16, 2008

ODFW Regulations

Attn: Rhine Messmer
3406 Cherry Avenue N.E.
Salem, OR 97303-4924

" Re:  Catch and Release Regulations for Umpqua System
Dear Mr. Messmer:

] am writing to lend my support to the proposition of retaining the catch and release
regulations for wild steethead on the Umpqua System. Frankly, I was surprised to learn that in a
state with Oregon’s stature in the community of wildlife preservation, regulators would come
under severe pressure to repeal such a far-sighted provision. I trust that Oregon will avoid
making a mistake which would have immediate and devastating results.

Tam a global fisher who has most recently focused on steelhead in British Columbia. The
problems with that steelhead fishery have me focusing on rivers closer to home. Ihave never
been to Oregon but am actively considering giving the Umpqua a chance. I know many other
well-traveled steethead fishers who are also turning their gaze toward Oregon. 1 must say that if
there is any retreat from the strict catch and release regulations, I will strike Oregon from my list
of possible destinations. I am confident that the overwhelming majority of my colleagues would
do likewise. '

Mr. Messmer, you have in Oregon a resource which serves Oregonians by providing them
with an invaluable wildlife experience which gives all citizens the benefits of the large influx of
financial resources from traveling fishers. I trust you will use your unique location at the
crossroads of the future of Oregon to do what is right for present and future fishers and all those
who benefit from fishing.

7 RobertR. Dormér

RRD/KIt ™

> l3'i')YEARs 4
i

1099 18TH STREET, 26TH FLOOR « DENVER, COLORADOC 80202-1926 » TELEFHONE (303) 297-2600 FAX (303) 297-2750
info@rwolaw.com ¢ www.rwolaw.com



Calib Baldwin

2970 Hammel Rd
Eagle Point, OR 97524
ctbaldwin@fs.fed.us

Dear Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission,

I would like to thank you for taking the time to read and consider my comments on the
2009 Oregon Sport fishing Regulation Development. My comments are organized from
statewide down to specific streams and not in order of importance. My specific
comments are as follows:

Statewide

Proposal 135P (Change general bass regulations): I am oppesed to this proposal.
Adopting this statewide rule would hamper the management of bass in numerous
waterbodies. I don’t believe that a “one size fits ali” rule is the best way to manage bass
in such diverse waterbodies as the Umpqua River, John Day River and Ten Mile Lake to
name a few. Management should be left at the zone level.

Southwest Zone

Proposal 168 (expand harvest of coho salmon): I am oppesed to this proposal for several
reasons. 1) The language to “open all waters that are currently open for chinook salmon
or steelhead..” is vague. Does this mean that those waters have to open for chinook and
steelhead to fish for coho, or do they have to be open during a portion of the year to be
eligible to fish for coho. 2) On Cow Creek, fishing for coho during the fall chinook run
could result in significant damage to redds and significantly lower chinook production. I
feel that coho fishing is best handled on a stream by stream basis.

Proposal 192P, 193P & 194P (Open Applegate to fishing from floating device). I am
opposed 1o this proposal as most likely only the lower sections of the Applegate River
will be utilized, creating problems between land owners, bank fisherman and boaters.

Proposal 219P {Open lllinois River to retention of wild steelhead). I am opposed to this
proposal because ODFW currently does not have enough data to evaluate the impacts of
this proposal on the wild steelhead populations in this river system. Opening up this
system to wild steelhead retention should be based upon solid data that shows that adult
removal will not decrease production rates.



Proposal 236P (Delay angling closure by one hour from 7 pm to 8 pm on section 3 of the
Rogue River). Isupport this proposal for several reasons. 1) Over the past three years
there have been no incidents of angler misbehavior and anglers should be rewarded for
their positive behavior. 2) Extending fishing will result in the removal of additional
hatchery fish which have been identified as a concern to the wild spring chinook
population. 3) Bank access on the upper Rogue is ever decreasing and extending the
fishing time would allow anglers who work until 4 or 5 pm in Medford to drive up and
have a reasonable amount of fishing time. 4) Extending the fishing time will draw more
anglers to the upper Rogue, helping to support fishing related businesses which have been
economically hurt since the reduction in fishing hours.

Proposal 237P (Delay 8pm restriction on Rogue River until April 15 to increase
steelhead fishing). I am in support of this proposal. The closing of this section of river
from Aprill to July 31 was enacted in response to social concerns over spring chinook
fishing. Data from Gold Ray Dam indicates that the 10 year average of spring chinook
before April 15™ is 10 fish, s compared to the average of 2,500 winter steethead. During
this time of year there are no spring chinook fishermen. Passing this proposal will
increase angling opportunities for hatchery steelhead.

Proposal 251P (Allow 1 and 5 harvest of winter steethead on the South Umpqua). I am
opposed to his proposal for the following reasons. 1) Approximately 25% of the winter
steelhead run in the upper South Umpqua River is taken for brood stock to support the
winter steelhead hatchery program around Canyonville. I feel that the wild run cannot
sustain additional harvest pressures and maintain production rates. 2) The success of the
acclimation program at Canyonville has increased fish pressure on the South Umpqua
and the regulation change will take effect during a time when hatchery smolit production
numbers are down due the switch in rearing from the Butte Falls hatchery to the Rock
Creek hatchery. The net result will be an unprecedented increase in harvest rates on wild
steethead as in the South Umpqua until the hatchery production problems at Rock Creek
are remedied. The fishery in the South Umpqua can support either a hatchery program or
wild take, but not both.

Proposal 255P {Open South Umpqua River above Jackson Creek). I am epposed to this
proposal. 1) Currently the Forest Service spends between $5,000 and $10,000 annually
to stop poaching of wild spring chinook (averaging 176 fish/year) on the upper South
Umpqua River. While this proposal is for steelhead, adoption of this proposal will
subject these spring chinook to angling pressure during April in their holding pools. 2)
Adopting this rule could potentially lead to addition poaching during this time period and
later on as people say that they thought that section was still open. For many years the
confluence of the South Umpqua and Jackson Creek has been the deadline foe angling
and the general public knows this. 3) Currently, there are 30 miles of the South Umpqua
between Canyonville and the deadline which is excellent fly fishing water that is under
utilized. On any given day during steelhead season one can find a large stretch of river
without fishermen. Opening up a new angling opportunity, and exposing a small run of



wild spring chinook to additional pressures, while current angling opportunities on that
same river are not being utilized does not make sense.

Again,

Thank you for your consideration.

Calib Baldwin



Rhine Messmer

From: gregarfsten@comcast.net

Sent:  Thursday, July 24, 2008 8:48 PM
To: Rhine Messmer

Cec: scolt@scotthowellfishing.com
Subject: preserve the wild steethead

ODFW
Rhine Messmer:

This letter is in support of regulations to protect wild steelhead in the Umpqua River system. I have traveled yearly
for quite some time from my home in Colorado to fish on the North Umpqua. This is such a spectacular natural
resource for your region of our country. The fish there, particularly the wild steelhead symbolize the rugged and
untamed beauty of the Pacific Northwest. it would be a shame to see the numbers of these exceptional creatures
decimated. Please keep the wild steelhead alive and well with continuing catch and release only regulations intact.

Sincerely,

Greg Arfsten MLD.
6219 W. Cross Pl.
Littleton, CO 80123

7/25/2008



To: ODF&W Commissioners
Re: Regulations for the North Umpqua wild winter steelhead.

In the mid-1990’s, ODF&W made the value based, insightful decision to protect
branch antlered Rocky Mountain bull elk in the Wenaha and Tucannon units, and the
results have been spectacular. 1 was witness to this incredible creation of “value”. The
same thing can be done with the wonderful wild winter steelhead of the North Umpqua,
but more on that in a moment.

1 grew up and lived most of my life in Milton-Freewater, Oregon, in the foothills
of the Blue Mountains, just 20 minutes from the Wenaha Unit, and have hunted it every
one of the last 52 years. When I bégan hunting with my Dad in 1956, bulls were scarce,
and were almost always spikes. At that time, simply seeing a branch antlered bull was a
rare event, and at the same time it was fairly common to see a herd of 50 or more cOwWs
walking single file through-an opening without a bull anywhere in the vicinity. During
those years the bulls we did get were, with one exception, all spikes.

Then came the regulation change, and the results were spectacular. Just a few
years after it’s adoption it was evident that significant changes were underway. Now,
nearly every group of any size had a bull with them and seeing a branch antlered bull
became fairly common, and some of them were HUGE! It was a sea-change! It didn’t

matter to me that I couldn’t shoot them, just hearing that bugling first thing in the



morning and seeing them regularly was enough, and the “value” of a day of bunting was
vastly increased.

Perhaps the most interesting result of the paradigm shift to protect branch antlered
bulls is that the large population of trophy-sized bulls have become a major attraction for
hunters from all over the country, and their lucrative value has become marketable. Tags
are extremely limited, only 21 offered for the modern weapons hunt, and 21 for bow
hunters. Some hunters willingly to forego hunting the regular spike seasons to wait in
line for up to 12 years, just to get one of these branch antlered tags. Talk about value!
Hunters that are less patient have been willing to pay top dollar to buy the special tags
auctioned off by conservation groups like the Oregon Hunter’s Association, the proceeds
of which go to the state’s wildlife department 0 enhance elk habitat. The annual auction
of these tags now routinely brings in $25,000. Wow, that says something about the
value of being able to hunt these trophies. f is obviously not about the meat!

Just a thought. ..I wonder if after bagging that Boone and Crocket trophy bull,
taking all the necessary measurements and being photographed in several poses with it,
would the hunter “release it” if it were possible? I don’t know, but it wouldr’t surprise

me because. .. it is not about the meat.

Now back to those big beautiful North Umpqua Winter Steelhead.

Fishing for the wild North Umpqua winter steelhead is also a highly valued

experience. In a sense they are the piscatorial equivalent of a branch antlered bull, and



they too have market value that has nothing to do with the weight of their meat... It’s not
about the meat.

1t is time for the fisheries department to follow the lead of the wildlife department
and begin to market the “value” of these spectacular wild fish with a modern catch and
release regulation. “Catch and Release” has a vahie of its own, and fishermen will pay
far more than the current cost of a fishing license to experience it, as many fishing
destinations have already learned. Discerning fishermen seek catch and release
destinations above all others, and fishing destinations in Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho
all report a significant boost in their local economies as a result.

It is worth noting that in this first year of catch and release of wild steethead on
the North Umpqua, Resident Angler license purchases in Douglas County increased by 9
percent over the previous year.

The world renowned pristine North Umpgqua River is among the most beautiful
on the face of God’s green earth, and the big beautiful wild steelhead that swim in its
currents are second to none. This river and its wonderful fish deserve modern forward
thinking regulations that protect them while allowing their use. It is time! It is not about
the meat!

Hatcheries can continue to provide fish for those for whom it is about the meat, or
those who want the eggs for salmon bait.

] urge the ODF&W to learn from the wonderful, highly successful experience
gained from the régulation protecting branch antlered bulls in terms of value created, and
protect these “piscatorial branch antlered bulls” with an innovative, value adding catch

and release regulation to increase the number of these highly sought after fish! If



properly managed and marketed, it is certain to translate into increased income and

higher regard for ODF&W, and an unsurpassed fishing experience for the angler.
Subjecting these valuable wild fish to a kill fishery in this day and age is simply a

dumb idea, particularly when tﬁere is no money available to even monitor or police the

harvest. The State of Oregon deserves better! '

Patrick G. McRae, é’h——/

1592 Lone Rock Road, Glide, Oregon.

Cc: All ODF&W Commissioners

faura Jackson, ODF&W



Burton Went
PO Box 217
Manzanita, OR 97130

503 368 4648
orewent@nehalemtel.net

June 3, 2008

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Angling Regulations

3406 Cherry Ave. NE

Salem, Oregon 97303

Rhine T. Messmer

Subject: Proposed change 150 P to 2009 Angling Regulations to allow retention of two 8”
cutthro_at trout per day in Northwest Zone coastal streams.

It appears to me that youl have a very dlfﬁcult 30b 1 Would not want to try to filter out the
regulation change proposals with merit from those without merit while at the same time
making all those who have submitted proposals and the angling public happy. With the large
number of proposals to process and the short turnaround time, its inevitable that some good
proposals will be discarded and some undesirable ones sent forward.

The entire process, although appearing rational and fair as described in your publication,
seems rather pro forma in its execution. This may be due to the tight time frames for the work
of the advisory panel and for the round of public comment. There is not time for sufficient
data to be gathered and presented and for deliberation on the proposals.

It is very easy for someone to prepare an ill-advised proposal and have it slip through the
filter, as I believe has happened with 150 P. However, it can take an inordinate amount of
time and travel on the part of those who oppose it to appear at public ODFW and Commission
meetings to present arguments why a proposal should be rejected.

Comments on the Pronosai 150 P

I attended the May 23 meetmg in Tillamook to testzfy in opposmon to the sub_;ect proposal. I
bélieve that ODFW and the review board Have no‘basis for bringing this proposal to the
Commission from either the fish population health standpoint or the angler preference
standpoint: T would like to request that it be placed in the “c” category based on the response
of the attendees at the Tillamook meeting.



Without data to support the presumption of healthy populations of sea-run cutthroat in all
waters in the affected area, the only prudent course is to assume that they are not adequate to
support a consumptive fishery. If a decision to open the entire area were to be based on data
for one or two streams, the results could be undesirable for streams where populations were.
not healthy. I did not see these data presented at the meeting in Tillamook.

In addition, wild steelhead runs exist in most streams in the affected area. These runs are
healthy enough only for a catch-and-release fishery. Although 8” pre-smolt steelhead are
easily distinguished from pre-smolt cutthroat by biologists and experienced anglers, the
average casual angler probably is not too concerned by the distinction between the two fish.
With a consumptive trout fishery for cutthroat in a place like Cook Creek, for example,
anglers could take a significant toll on the steelhead as well as the cutthroat populations.

Four years have passed since the last time this change was proposed. Since then I am not
aware of any comprehensive effort by ODFW to determine the health of the sea-run cutthroat
populations in the affected area. My personal records show that, for the last three years, I have
had to fish about twice as long to hook the same number of fish as I did during the years 2002,
2003 and 2004. This fishing has been done in the same part of the Nehalem River, during the
same time periods, using the same flies and methods. This suggests to me that there may be
fewer sea-run cutthroat now than there were four years ago.

I’m sure you are familiar with the 2006 Oregon Licensed Angler Survey. In my reading of
that survey 1 came to the conclusion that a consumptive fishery for 8” trout is of interest to
very few anglers. Only 15% consider an 8” trout to be a “quality trout”, roughly one in seven.
53% need a 127 or larger trout while 22% require a 14” or larger fish. An 8” cutthroat
harvested by one of the 15% will never become a typical 12” to 14” sea-run for the 39% who
consider that size to be a “quality trout”.

On the question of catch-and-release in trout fishing, 41% find that mode more enjoyable and
only 12% find it less enjoyable, while 42% say both modes equally enjoyable. Fish harvested
by the 12% of anglers who find that mode more enjoyable are taking fish that 83% would
enjoy catching and releasing. This proposal appears to give the enjoyment of a small minority
more weight than the enjoyment of a large majority.

I would be very interested in hearing your comments on the points I have raised and would
appreciate it if you could let me know the current status of Proposal 150 P.

Thank you,

B e O

Burton Went




ANTHONY AND ROBIN WILSON
IDLEYLD TRADING POST

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

23873 N Umpqua Hwy
P.0. Box 157
Idleyld Park, OR 97447

341-496-3403
541-496-3574

ODFW
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July 28, 2008 ) AG -1 2008
ROY ELICKER, DIRECTOR ! Q 5?3 {?«%‘: E,x g ﬁ{?g’*@
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE . SIHW
Headquarters Office

3406 Cherry Ave

" Salem, OR 97303-4924

Mr. Elicker

1 would like to introduce myself to you. My name is Robin Wilson. My husband and I own The
Idieyld Trading Post in Idleyld Park Oregon and we are avid fisherman. Also the North Umpqua
is where we call home.

I am writing to you today to let you know that back in the beginning of this year 1 circulated a
petition requesting a Winter Steelhead hatchery program on the North Fork of the Umpqua River.
These petitions were circulated in a very small area but many signatures were collected in a short
period of time. 1 have taken a copy of all the signatures I collected and am sending them to you. I
want you to see that there is indeed & lot of interest in more fish for our fisherman, Iam aware
that there is a proposal to open up harvest of wild steelhead on the North and the Main Umpqua
Rivers. At this time ¥ would like to make a proposal of my own. In talking to numerous
fishermen I am aware that the interest is there. So with that in mind I propose that we open up the
harvest of wild steelhead until we get a healthy hatchery program going on the North and then shut
it down for good.

You will see from the petitions I have sent you that we have over a 1060 signatures and many of
these people are threatening to not purchase a Fishing License in the future unless ODFW gives

them some fish to keep. No one wants the native run destroyed but the numbers support harvest of

Wild Fish and with my proposal it would be only temporary.

I ask you to please give this proposal some serious consideration. We need to listen to the people
and not just special interest groups with the money to take issues to court as to where the average
fisherman does not have the means to fight the system. Please also consider that the average
fisherman does not have the means to get to the meetings in Salem. Many have jobs and do not
have the time or money to attend. There is a few of us that will be there and hope to see that the

* cormmission is listening to all the fishermen not just the big money special interest groups.



Thank you for you time. I can be contacted The Idleyld Trading Post every morning until 2 P.M.

(541)496-3404. Or on my home phone in the evenings (541)496-3574 or my cell (541)643-5691.
Feel free to call with any questions or concerns that you may have about this proposal. Iam also

willing to donate time to help in any way I can with studies or anything else that might need to be
addressed. Thank you again.

Sincerely,
Robin Wilson
Ce: Steve Denny

Laura Jackson
John Thorpe
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